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Recommendation 3: Develop Partmerships to Close the Achievement Gap

Conneeting schools with educational erganizations, city and munty agencies,
faith-hased organizarions, parent groups, and businesses B pecessary o foster
partnerships that will support 2 well-defined student support system, Such part-
nerships recognize that srudents have needs outside the classmoom that, if anmet,
can significantly and adversely affecr their ability to leam. Breaking doven barri-
era and creating partnerships throughoot California s an inpoctant step toward
imprementing a consistent approach to a high-quslity and inchsive educational

Progiearm,

CULTURE AND CLIMATE

Fecommendarion 4: Provide Colturally Relevant Professional Development
for All School Personne]

Lzarning occurs within the context of the values, beliefs, and
rituals of the school commumity and the larger sociery This is
a necessary and potentially beaeficial factor in crearing strong
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are responsive 1o the diverse rcial, cutrural backgromeds, and
needs of e srudent popalations. This i nor always the case;
gtudenits of color often feal alienated from the norms and be-
B bors of the schioal cultare or patoff by educationzl practiocs
that “do not reflect my backgrennd and where I oome from” To
eommunicare ured do un effectie job of teaching, Califorminy
cducatars need o have 3 cofrusal understanding of themsehves,
the shudents they teach, and chie oompsinéties that hoase them,

Culrurally responsive pechygrory s a foey step in addressing the
tack of conmection between schalars and cducators, Califormia
needs o develop 4 comprehensive, cultirally redevare and re-
_.'.! sponsive stratery dor educators thar will beldp then o bocomse
LSS the kind of educator whi can teach any stdent oifectively.



